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Abstract  

The military examination system (Wuju), a parallel to the civil examination system (Keju), 

served as an important channel for selecting military officials in Qing China. The 

evaluation criteria for military examinations underwent significant changes during the 

Jiaqing reign, which directly influenced the composition of military officials and the 

foundation of the state's military capacity. Based on 363 volumes of provincial military 

examination (xiangshi) records from the First Historical Archives of China, this study 

compiles a dataset of 17,528 military examination graduates (juren) from the Qing 

dynasty. The dataset includes their rankings, names, hometowns, identities, and scores 

in various examination subjects. Using regression analysis, we identify a shift in official 

selection criteria: from equal emphasis on martial skills and literary talent during the 

early and mid-Qing reigns of the Kangxi, Yongzheng, and Qianlong emperors, to a 

predominant focus on martial skills in the mid-to-late Qing under the Jiaqing and 

Daoguang emperors. Furthermore, by merging our dataset with military roster 

(Zhongshu Beilan) records, we demonstrate that this shift in examination standards not 

only affected candidates’ initial success in the examinations but also had a long-term 

impact on their subsequent promotion within the military system. 

 


