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Future Business Leaders
Leaving their Mark
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The diversity of CEIBS’ student body
gave us unforgettable articles in
2014. Here are a few excerpts:-
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When he was just eight years old, Li Zhongyuan and

his family left their home in China’s Guangdong Province

and arrived on the tiny French-Dutch island of Saint
Martin in the Caribbean, with hopes of building a better
life. He was totally overwhelmed by his new environment.
After 10 years in the island’s Dutch section, St
Maarten, Li moved to Groningen, in the Netherlands,
for his undergraduate studies. He then attended the
University of Warwick in the UK, where he earned his
master’s degree. After graduation, in 2006 he joined
investment bank ING Barings in London; five years later
he and his family moved to Hong Kong, where he joined

a listed US boutique investment bank — Keefe, Bruyette &
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MBA 2014
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Woods — and was promoted to vice president a year later.
In late 2012, he and his ex-managing director and another
colleague set up Asian Capital Advisors, a cross-border
M&A advisory company based in Hong Kong. He enrolled
in the CEIBS MBA Programme in 2013.

When Li stepped onto the stage of the Shanghai
Petrochemical Auditorium at CEIBS on July 15, 2013 as
the representative of the MBA 2013 cohort, it marked
another fresh start for him. “Living abroad for so long,
my understanding of China and the Chinese way of doing
business is very limited. As some would put it, I am not
sufficiently ‘close to the people’ (jie diqi),” he says. “I am

trying to be more like a local Chinese.”
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Vijay Nadipineni’s goal had always been to do an MBA
after working for three years. In fact it took him 13 years
to fulfil his dream. After five years in Africa, the India
native flew to the UK, eager to begin studying. It was only
then that he realised he didn’t have enough experience to
get into the top universities. He had to change his plan.
He did a postgraduate diploma at Greenwich School of
Management, then later worked as a restaurant manager
in Bolton. He later joined his former boss to open a
modest specialty restaurant. They called it Flavours.
But the recession of 2008 took its toll on the business.
Struggling to keep the company afloat, Vijay remembered
his original idea of doing an MBA. But he still felt that
his CV wasn’t impressive enough. He landed a job at
Queensway Hospitality, a lead franchisee for KFC, and
he left Flavours. This was a huge change from managing

specialty restaurants to the fast food industry. Despite the
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stress and constant challenges, Vijay led the restaurant
to meet operational standards three consecutive times,
and received the “Champions Club Award” for his overall
accomplishments.

This was in November 2011, eight years after he had
first arrived in the UK.

He had gained a lot of experience as an entrepreneur, as
well as an employee at both small and large organisations.
Next he conquered the GMAT and began applying to MBA
programmes. As an Indian who had lived abroad for more
than a decade, he wished he could go back to his homeland,
and his first choice then was the best business school in
the country — India School of Business (ISB). He failed
the recruitment interview the first year, and the next year
he drove to London to attend MBA fairs, hoping to talk to
ISB recruiters. However, this time he was fascinated by a
business school located in China — CEIBS.
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Felicia Nan’s fans gave her the name “Adventure Queen’
when she moved from the US to Taiwan to follow her dream
of being a singer. That dream ended but her adventure
continues. Today, with a CEIBS MBA under her belt, she is
ready for anything the world of business throws at her.

When TheLINK caught up with her in July, she was
capping off her CEIBS study with an internship at a
downtown Hong Kong office of the prestigious global
financing firm UBS. Her days typically begin at 7:20am

and she works late into the evening. But she doesn’t mind;
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MBA 2016

EREGHRBUREEELMNEZRE, AT —8I
ZERNBEIREE, B3R, tEAFDERLVHRNSH
Pk, FEULEPE TSNP MBA 12, FrEK#%
b 7 REEE, BENKZOAEER, hEE T PRERL
EEE

AR E—NR, B TERRHEHN T —MRiE,
BERN N RAE EAEF) N EEFERITET AN EE.
REFEL R, XORENES|THFE EMBA 5 MBARKRE
BISRERUT, M7 —BEE, "REEEECEIIE, *
IRREEN, BRELANEST XN FEMEFRIEMN
ABRER, MEKR, XEHREE, "

BEBTEEVERABEETBESLY, BAXED
ZHEMNBHOTE, LERAB ST ERIANRNT BB R, AME
BRIRGEL, thERERKEEELEDET BN, 1
BEABRR THARBA L, RFEAMBENLTIREN S,

FEATURE

she embraces this challenge as a new adventure and an
opportunity to learn.

“I want to shift to the finance industry after graduation,
but I know I have to work hard because I didn’t come
from a finance background,” says 28-year old Nan. The
internship, along with the classes she did during her MBA,
and CEIBS’ extensive alumni network that she can tap into,
are all part of her plan to make her career switch. Those
who know her are not surprised. Over the years, Nan hasn’t
let fear of change hold her back.

Guo Zhilei’s passion to save lives led him to the field
of medicine where he made a name for himself as a skilled
neurosurgeon; but now he wants a new challenge — the
world of business. So he’s enrolled in the MBA programme.
The CEIBS MBA programme to be more specific. He
turned down an offer from Yale.

During his first month at CEIBS, he organised an event
with Professor John Cai to explore healthcare reform, the
development of the health industry, and entrepreneurship
in the healthcare sector. He invited many renowned doctors
and senior executives in the industry to share their views.
There was a large turnout among EMBA and MBA alumni.
“You often have to seize opportunities yourself. Learning is
very important, but one should also take advantage of this
platform and the network it provides, this is very important
to me,” Zhilei says.

He plans to remain in the healthcare industry, as it
offers many opportunities and is something he knows well.
However he wants to shift his focus towards private equity
and venture capital. He’s already made contacts that may

help him land at least one internship this summer.
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