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CEIBS Kaifeng Centre for Family
Heritage Holds First Roundtable

Meeting
During the first roundtable

meeting organized by the CEIBS
Kaifeng Centre for Family Heritage
(CFH) on March 12, twenty family
business owners participated in a
dynamic discussion of the critical issues
they face, such as governance and
succession. Director of the Centre and
Michelin Chair Professor in Leadership
and HR, Professor of Management Jean
Lee moderated the discussion and also
shared her research findings on family
heritage. CEIBS President Prof Pedro
Nueno, Chairman of Great Ocean

Group and Founder of the Kaifeng

Foundation Mr Desmond Shum, and

Professor of Finance and Accounting
and Co-Director of the CFH Oliver Rui
also attended.

In his welcome speech, President
Nueno thanked Mr Shum for
Kaifeng Foundation’s generosity in
its sponsorship, and explained that
the Centre will focus not only on
business, but also on family culture
and heritage. Mr Shum, in his
opening remarks, noted that “family
businesses are just tools at the service
of the families who own them?” One of
the main objectives of the Centre, he
added, is to rebuild family culture and
develop China’s traditional culture of
family values.

Established in December last year,
the Centre’s three pillars are research,
education and outreach. It aims to
attract top international scholars
to conduct research on corporate
issues such as globalization, as well
as issues such as family relationships
and succession which are specific to
family businesses. It will also offer
courses on related topics to the CEIBS
community, and facilitate discussions
and networking for family business

owners.
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